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Programme Overview
MA Dance - Professional Practice locates the learners ‘signature dance practice’ 
at the heart of the course and addresses employability agendas. The course is 
designed around three strands: Dance Performance, Dance Making and Thinking 
through Dance.  This course will balance taught and research elements, providing 
current methodologies towards research, knowledge and creativity which can be 
applied to the students’ communities and/or developing artistic practice. Students 
will be encouraged to draw upon their dance culture, identity and movement 
experience alongside a curriculum designed to explore and develop their signature 
practice within the context of current research and industry perspectives.

This programme will appeal to students who want to learn and engage in a range 
of experiences and opportunities that directly reflect the dance industry of today. 
The delivery will be highly practical and students will benefit from Hope’s Creative 
partnerships including English National Ballets’ Dance for Parkinson’s, Our Dance 
Democracy International Dance Festival held at Liverpool Hope, Everyman & Playhouse 
and 24 Hope Street Dance studios, learning to actively work in and alongside grassroots 
and professional organisations and agendas. There will be artist - led activities and 
ways of working that will support dance practitioners who wish to develop their 
performance making, marketing and promotional strategies, professional practice, 
teaching, community learning and participation alongside exploring working practices 
and contemporary modes which support environments that desire versatility, rigour, 
independent and reflexive dance artists.
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Key Information
Award: MA Dance - Professional 
Practice

Study Mode: Full-time; Part-time

Duration: 12 months full-time; 27 
months part-time.

Intake: January and October

Entry Criteria: A minimum of a 
Second-Class Honours degree in 
a relevant discipline (eg: Dance, 
Performing Arts, Drama) awarded 
by a UK university, or an equivalent 
higher education qualification.

For students whose first language 
is not English there is a language 
requirement of IELTS 6.0 overall 
(reading 5.5, writing 5.5). In 
addition to this, we also accept 
a wide range of International 
Qualifications.

Fees and Funding: For tuition 
fee information, please go to the 
Student Finance pages at  
www.hope.ac.uk/postgraduate/
feesandfunding/tuitionfees/

How to Apply: For details on the 
application process visit:  
www.hope.ac.uk/postgraduate/ 
howtoapply

School: Arts and Humanities

Contact Details:

Student Recruitment,  
courses@hope.ac.uk

Disclaimer: Information is correct at 
time of print, however programme 
details can change.
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Why choose Liverpool Hope?
The programme benefits from excellent amenities and facilities enhanced by a wide 
local and international professional network of organisations, commissions, venues and 
festivals.

•	 Liverpool Hope’s Creative Campus consists of two beautiful Grade II Listed buildings 
located in Liverpool city centre. The state-of-the-art facilities include two theatres, 
two dance studios and two black box performance spaces, a music technology 
laboratory, a recording studio, and studios for painting, sculpture, wood, ceramics, 
metal and textiles.

•	 The Capstone Building boasts music practice rooms, business incubation spaces and 
The Capstone Theatre, a state-of-the-art 260 seat performance space, engineered to 
be acoustically perfect.



Curriculum
The MA is taught by specialist 
scholars with years of expertise and 
with engagement from practitioners – 
professional partnerships who support 
students at all levels. 

It is of utmost importance at Liverpool 
Hope that you will be mentored and 
receive personal development and 
students are encouraged through a 
Practice Led enquiry to develop your 
dance practice, research, analytical 
abilities and independence. Overall, the 
curriculum engages with 3 defined areas:  
Dance Performance, Dance Making and 
Thinking through Dance. This will involve 
a variety of choreographic approaches, 
site-based explorations, facilitation 
and applied practices and independent 
elements, which will encourage students 
to activate interdisciplinary approaches 
in research projects engaging with their 
professional community, applied practice 
and/or ideas developed whilst studying 
on the course. 

A range of assessments will appeal to 
a variety of students engaging both 
academic and practical skills. A range of 
assessment opportunities can take place 
in your professional contexts.

DANCE PERFORMANCE 

Learners are exposed to current practices 
and discourses in contemporary dance 
and performance practices and will create 
and perform their own work. Through the 
balance of taught and research element’s 
learners will develop skills in performance 
and performing, communication & 
performance psychology, ethics & 
audience engagement in a variety 
of contexts. Learners will develop 
critical reflection and innovative artistic 
processes in developing and performing 
dance work. 

Assessment 

•	 Bid presentation – Signature Practice 
30%

•	 Performance solo or something 30%
•	 Viva 20%
•	 Essay (research methods) 20%

DANCE MAKING 

Learners will develop creative practice 
in professional, applied, work-based 
learning environments. Developing 
signature choreographic approaches 
and dance work bespoke to the 
learners career & research aspirations. 
Entrepreneurial perspectives, 
management, fundraising and marketing 
in the dance industry.  Interdisciplinary 
specialist support in dance and music, 
dance and film, site installation practices, 
arts and facilitation. 

Assessment 

•	 Response/presentation (to something 
in the lecture series contemporary 
performance) 30% 

•	 Making dance in situ – on site – in 
place- in position 30%

•	 Website public document 40%

THINKING THOUGH DANCE – 
MAJOR PROJECT 

Thinking through Dance is the final 
section of the MA - Dance Professional 
Practice programme.  Building upon 
Dance Performance and Dance Making 
creates the opportunity for the student 
to share-frame-articulate their signature 
practice in an extended body of work. 

The learner will complete a self - directed 
research project, locating their signature 
practice as the site of engagement. 
By focusing on creative processes 
and methodologies gained throughout 
the course the learner will create a 
performance project which applies 
directly to their research practice with the 
aim to assist and prepare for professional 
engagement and or apply directly into 
their community of practice.

Assessment 

•	 Performance (or equivalent) Practical 
Exam (Viva) - 50 %

•	 Dissertation (or equivalent) 
Dissertation - 50 %

CONTACT
T: +44 (0)151 291 3111 
E: courses@hope.ac.uk

www.hope.ac.uk

Future Career 
Opportunities
Due to the professional nature of the 
curriculum, and its explicit links to 
industry and professional mentoring, 
learners will have the opportunity to 
learn skills, practices and approaches, 
and directly apply them into your 
professional engagements.

As a graduate of the MA - Dance 
Professional Practice learners will be 
able to focus on their professional 
development and progress towards a 
sustainable career in dance. Learners 
will be able to work in such roles; 

Dancer, choreographer, facilitator, 
community artist, educator, cultural 
leader, fundraiser, producer.

Teaching and 
Research
Students attending the MA Dance 
Professional Practice are graduates, 
mature students, mid/long standing 
career professionals and those with 
prior accredited learning interested 
in developing their signature practice 
as dance artists, choreographers, 
facilitators and those who wish to 
expand their remit of professional 
impact within their community of 
practice. 

MA Dance Professional Practice is 
designed to extend the students’ 
knowledge and skills in the 
development of their signature dance 
practice. By the end of the programme, 
students will have engaged with a 
professional experience in practical, 
theoretical and applied fields qualifying 
them for a career pathway in dance, 
educational and creative sectors and 
related industries.

This course will draw from the diverse 
interdisciplinary practices housed in 
the School of Creative and Performing 
Arts. This context will provide the 
opportunity for the students to expand 
and develop their art making practice 
with dance as its focus. Graduates 
will have rigorous understanding of 
their signature practice framed by 
the political, environmental and social 
contexts within which they live, work 
and study.

•	 The Cornerstone Building includes the impressive Great Hall as well as excellent 
studios for drama, dance and fine art.

•	 The University has numerous partnerships with the most important cultural Institutions 
of the city such as the Tate Liverpool, the Bluecoat and FACT.


